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SANTA MARGARITA RIVER BRIDGE REPLACEMENT
AND SECOND TRACK PROJECT
FACT SHEET
Status:
Under construction
Cost:
$40.6 million
Completion:
Mid-2014

The Project
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In addition to the bridge replacement,
nearly one mile of second main track
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The Need

This project, combined with others in the

This project is a critical part of the 351-mile
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improve system reliability, facilitate goods
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passenger and freight rail services in the future.

second busiest intercity passenger rail line in
the United States. Additionally, the corridor is
the only viable freight rail link between San
Diego and the rest of the nation.

Corridor Strategy
In the coming years, SANDAG has
approximately $800 million in planned
improvements for the San Diego County

The San Diego rail corridor was built more

section of the LOSSAN corridor, including

than 100 years ago. It is used daily by as many

a large-scale effort to double track the
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The first Santa Margarita rail bridge was
built to help complete the Atchison, Topeka
& Santa Fe Railroad’s “Surf Line,” which
opened in August 1888, connecting Los
Angeles to San Diego by rail for the first time.
Raging storm waters on the river destroyed

under construction. Eventually, more than
97 percent of the corridor will be doubletracked. Other infrastructure improvements
include bridge and track replacements, new
platforms, pedestrian undercrossings, and
other safety and operational enhancements.

the bridge at least twice in the early 20th

The rail enhancements are part of a strategy

century. Following catastrophic storm damage

to improve all modes of transportation within

in 1916, a new bridge was built. A portion

the congested I-5 North Coast Corridor.

of that bridge remains today, but the center
span of the bridge was completely washed
out in another storm in 1927. Significant
improvements were again made to the bridge,
including the addition of the steel truss that
is visible from I-5.
The single-track bridge is located within a
0.8-mile segment between existing doubletrack segments to the north and south.
Replacement of the bridge with a double-track
reinforced concrete bridge fits in with the

Project Costs
SANDAG has secured $40.6 million for the
project, primarily from state Proposition 1B
and Traffic Congestion Relief Program funds.
Project Status
Construction of the bridge began in 2012. It
is anticipated to be completed by mid-2014.
For More Information
Visit KeepSanDiegoMoving.com.
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