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Figure 9-3.  No-Build Alternative Trolley System 
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Figure 9-4.  Recommended LPA and Alignment Options 
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Tecolote Road Station would be located on City of San Diego right-of-way, directly under 
the Tecolote Road overcrossing, just south of Tecolote Road and west of West Morena 
Boulevard.  The station would include a parking lot. 

North of the Tecolote Road Station, the LRT alignment would continue along the east 
side of the existing SDNR tracks to the proposed at-grade station at Clairemont Drive, 
which would be partially located below the Clairemont Drive overcrossing.  A joint-use 
parking facility on the east side of Morena Boulevard is being considered.   

The LRT alignment would then continue north to the proposed Balboa Avenue Station, 
which would be at grade south of Balboa Avenue.  This station would include transfer 
facilities for feeder bus routes and a parking lot located immediately east of the station.   

North of Balboa Avenue, the alignment would be located along the east side of the 
existing SDNR tracks, generally within the existing MTS/SDNR right-of-way.  South of 
the SR 52,  the LRT alignment would transition to an aerial structure in order to cross 
over to the west side of the SDNR tracks, allowing the LRT alignment to continue north 
along I-5, while the SDNR tracks head east to Genesee Avenue. 

North of SR 52, the LRT alignment would leave the MTS/SDNR right-of-way and travel 
along the east side of I-5, crossing under La Jolla Colony Drive in a cut-and-cover 
tunnel.  North of the cut-and-cover tunnel, the LRT alignment would continue along the 
east side of I-5, generally within or adjacent to the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) right-of-way and transition to an aerial structure in order to 
cross I-5 south of Nobel Drive.  The aerial structure would continue north along the west 
side of I-5 to an aerial station at La Jolla Village Square (Nobel Drive Station).  A joint-
use parking structure is proposed at this station, which would replace the parking spaces 
lost with the aerial guideway and transit station.  Continuing north from the Nobel Drive 
Station, the alignment would remain in an aerial configuration along the west side of I-5 
until returning to grade just north of the I-5/La Jolla Village Drive interchange.   

North of La Jolla Village Drive interchange, the alignment would proceed at grade along 
the west side of I-5 and east side of the VA Medical Center.  The recommended LPA 
includes consideration of a station at the VA Medical Center. North of the VA Medical 
Center, the LRT alignment would enter a cut-and-cover tunnel and cross under Gilman 
Drive and the surface parking lot located north of Gilman Drive.  North of the tunnel, the 
alignment would enter Pepper Canyon and continue at grade along the bottom of the 
canyon to the UCSD West Station, which would be at grade.   

At-Grade Alignment Option on Voigt Drive 
After exiting the UCSD West Station, the LRT alignment would enter a short tunnel, turn 
east, and surface in the median of Voigt Drive.  Currently, Voigt Drive does not have a 
median.  In order to accommodate the LRT in the median, Voigt Drive would be widened 
and realigned.  Once on Voigt Drive, the alignment would run at grade in the center of 
the roadway, crossing over I-5 on the reconstructed Voigt Drive overcrossing that is 
being proposed as part of the I-5 North Coast Project.  The I-5 North Coast Project 
proposes to lower the elevation of the Voigt Drive overcrossing, add north facing DARs 
in the center of the overcrossing, realign Voigt Drive to connect to Genesee Avenue, and 
realign Campus Point Drive to connect to Voigt Drive.  The at-grade UCSD East Station 
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is proposed to be located in the median of Voigt Drive, just west of the realigned 
Campus Point Drive.   

The LRT alignment would continue at grade to Genesee Avenue, where it would turn south 
and transition to an aerial structure just before the intersection of Genesee Avenue and 
Regents Road.  The LRT movements through the Voigt Drive intersections with realigned 
Campus Point Drive and Genesee Avenue would be traffic signal controlled.  The LRT 
alignment would continue south in an aerial configuration to the proposed Executive Drive 
Station and UTC Transit Center Station.  The Executive Drive Station would provide drop-off 
and pick-up access only, while the UTC Transit Center Station would include opportunities 
for a shared parking facility with the Westfield UTC shopping center.  Both stations would 
have aerial platforms.  This option would have a total length of 10.94 miles. 

Aerial Alignment Option along the South Side of Voigt Drive  
From the UCSD West Station, the LRT alignment would enter a cut-and-cover tunnel 
segment just north of the station and exit the tunnel along the south side of Voigt Drive.  
The alignment would immediately transition to an aerial structure along the south side of 
Voigt Drive and travel adjacent to the eastbound lanes of Voigt Drive, crossing over 
Gilman Drive, I-5, and the proposed future Voigt Drive DAR.  The aerial alignment would 
continue east to the aerial UCSD East Station.  The UCSD East Station would be 
located east of the realigned Campus Point Drive.   

From the UCSD East Station, the LRT alignment would continue in an aerial 
configuration crossing the UCSD East Campus parking lots, Regents Road, and 
southbound lanes of Genesee Avenue.  The aerial LRT alignment would then continue 
south in the median of Genesee Avenue to aerial stations at Executive Drive Station and 
UTC Transit Center.  This option would have a total length of 10.88 miles. 

Alignment Option South of Voigt Drive  
The UCSD West Station would be located slightly south of the station site described for 
the other options.  After exiting the UCSD West Station, the LRT alignment would enter 
a short tunnel, turn east, and quickly ascend to grade and then onto an aerial structure 
to cross both Gilman Drive and I-5.  The LRT alignment would descend back to grade 
near the south end of the existing baseball diamond parking lot and continue east, where 
the alignment would transition to a cut-and-cover configuration to cross the planned 
future soccer fields and the realigned Campus Point Drive, as proposed by the I-5 North 
Coast Project.   

East of the realigned Campus Point Drive, the LRT alignment would transition to an 
at-grade configuration and enter the UCSD East Station, which is proposed to be located 
in the southeast quadrant of the re-aligned Voigt Drive and Genesee Avenue 
intersection, but outside of the Voigt Drive right-of-way.   

After exiting the UCSD East Station, the LRT alignment would travel parallel to Genesee 
Avenue and transition to an aerial configuration prior to crossing Regents Road and 
entering the median of Genesee Avenue.  The aerial alignment would then continue 
south in the median of Genesee Avenue to the Executive Drive and UTC Transit Center 
Stations. This option would have a total length of 10.82 miles. 
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9.3.2.2 Operating Plan 
A conceptual operating plan has been developed for the recommended LPA for ridership 
forecasting and capital and operating cost estimating purposes.  Hours of service would 
be similar to those operated on the existing Trolley Blue, Green, and Orange Lines.  
Weekday LRT service in 2030 would operate every 7.5 minutes during peak periods 
(i.e., 6:00 to 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 to 6:00 p.m.) and the off-peak midday period (i.e., 
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.).  The fare structure would be the same as the No-Build 
Alternative. 

The proposed recommended LPA operating plan for the recommended LPA provides for 
the extension of the Trolley Blue Line to University City (Figure 9-5).  The plan provides 
for the operation of a single line operating from the existing San Ysidro/International 
Border Station on the south to the proposed UTC Transit Center Station in University 
City, with stops at all 29 intermediate stations.  By extending the Trolley Blue Line to 
University City, LRT would be able to connect the major travel markets in University City 
with Downtown San Diego and South San Diego and South Bay without a transfer in 
downtown.  This direct connection is particularly important in serving home-to-college 
trips because UCSD is located in University City and a large percentage of the trips to 
the university originate in the travel markets to the south of Downtown San Diego.  The 
recommended LPA would also provide direct service between University City and 
Uptown, as well as areas of Mission Bay to the west and Clairemont to the east.  The 
major travel market of Mission Valley would be served by a transfer to the Trolley Green 
Line at OTTC. 

With the new LRT service, the service provided by Route 150 operating between 
Downtown San Diego and University City would be duplicated and therefore, eliminated.  
In addition to these modifications, several other routes would be modified to improve 
access to the proposed LRT stations.  The frequency of service for the connecting bus 
routes would also be modified to improve the transfer of passengers between the bus and 
LRT system.  
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Figure 9-5.  2030 Recommended LPA Operating Plan 

 




