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With individuals 60 years and older comprising the fastest growing segment of the population, it is imperative to be aware of the
implications associated with this unprecedented growth. While the San Diego region’s population under 60 years old is expected
to grow 4% between 2016 and 2050, the population of those 60 and over is expected to grow 67%. Furthermore, 87% of the
population growth in the region between 2016 and 2015 is estimated to be among those individuals age 60 and over. With
National Crime Victims’ Right Week recently recognized locally and nationally, it is worth pausing to examine how this dramatic
increase of elders in the population is impacted by crime.
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Highlight 2
While this generation is generally living longer and healthier lives, age-related correlates such as decreased cognitive abilities that
impair decision making, isolation and/or dependency on others, a lucrative ‘nest egg’, inexperience with technologically, and a
generation raised to be polite and trusting make them easily mislead and victimized. 1 2 3 Analyses of San Diego County regional
property crime incidents show that while individuals 60 years and over represented 19% of the population, they comprised 90% of
embezzlement victims in 2019. These figures are more disturbing knowing that only 34% of property crimes are even reported to
police, 4 a proportion estimated to be smaller for victims over 60 for a variety of reasons, including shame or fear of retaliation when
the perpetrator is a family member, unaware of being a victim of financial theft, fear of being seen as unable to live independently,
and lack of knowledge of how to report it: 5
Common reasons elders do not report being a victim
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Highlight 3
Unfortunately, these age-related vulnerabilities have
contributed to elders becoming an easy target for
predators preying on the fears and unknowns of the
COVID-19 pandemic. 6 As noted by the FBI in their
recent public service announcements, recent examples
include a false website soliciting donations for the Red
Cross, scammers claiming to sell COVID test supplies,
or posing as medical experts demanding money to
treat a family or friend with COVID. 7
COVID-19 scams against elders
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Highlight 4
Awareness of the growth in this
subpopulation and their raised risk
of victimization has been on the
radar of local public health and
safety leaders. In San Diego County,
the District Attorney and the Health
and Human Services Agency have
partnered on their Don’t Get
Hooked campaign to raise the
awareness of common scams and
provide resources to protect this
vulnerable population. To learn
more of the available resources for
elders who may have been a victim
of a crime or to protect yourself or
a loved one visit: San Diego County
District Attorney Office Don’t Get
Hooked website and/or call
Adult Protective Services
1-800 510-2020.
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