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Figure 1

Demographic Differences in 
Homicide Victimhood

Given changing violent and property crime rates in the San Diego region in 2021, it is important to also 
understand trends in the characteristics of both victims and suspects. With the release of San Diego Crime 
Victims and Suspects in 2021, this CJ Flash highlights some of these trends, with a focus on demographic 
variation among victims and the motives for and means by which crimes were committed. 

Highlight 1  
The demographic profile of crime victims in 2021 reflected significant racial differences. Among homicide 
victims, for example, White individuals were underrepresented in proportion to their composition of the 
population, while Black and Hispanic individuals were more likely to be homicide victims relative to their 
proportion of the population.

1“Global Study on Homicide: Gender-related killing of women and girls.” United Nations Office of Drugs and Crime, 2018.

Highlight 2  
There were striking differences in homicide motives by victim gender in 2021. While the most common motive 
for male victims was an argument (47%), the most common for females were domestic violence (27%) and child 
abuse (18%). This tracks closely with what we know  about the relationship between female victims and their 
assailants: females are far more likely to be killed by a family member than are males. 1 

Figure 2 
Most Common Homicide Motives by Victim Gender

Sources: ARJIS; SANDAG, 2022.

Sources: ARJIS; SANDAG, 2022.
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https://www.unodc.org/documents/data-and-analysis/GSH2018/GSH18_Gender-related_killing_of_women_and_girls.pdf
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Figure 4

Racial Profiles of Crime Suspects by Crime Type
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Highlight 3 
The weapon of choice in homicides in the San Diego region in 2021 reflected the ongoing epidemic of gun 
violence across the country: 59% of all homicides in the region were committed with a firearm. Firearms were 
the weapons used in all gang-related homicides, 60% of robbery-related homicides, 48% in argument-related 
homicides, and 25% in domestic violence-related homicides.

Highlight 4 
As with victims, there were significant racial differences among crime suspects in the San Diego region in 2021. 
While Black and Hispanic suspects were overrepresented, White suspects were underrepresented compared to 
their percentage of the population. These differences could be reflective of racial inequities in society at large as 
well as differences in responses to crime. 

Figure 3

Firearm Usage by Homicide Motive, 2021
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Sources: ARJIS; SANDAG, 2022.
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